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Cooperative Corporation, Inc. and the Independent Telephone Group for filing.
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Come Logan Telephone Cooperative, Inc.; Mountain Rural Telephone Cooperative
Corporation, Inc.; Peoples Rural Telephone Cooperative Corporation, Inc.; South Central Rural
Telephone Cooperative Corporation, Inc., and the Independent Telephone Group,' by counsel,
and pursuant to the Commission’s Order of August 13, 2003, hereby submit the following
Supplemental Comments.

SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS

These Supplemental Comments are intended to address the current record and the status
of this proceeding, particularly in light of the responses that Nextel Partners provided on
September 16, 2003 ("Nextel Partners' 09/16/03 Response") in response to the Information

Requests of Logan Telephone Cooperative, Inc. et al.?

' An association of rural telephone companies consisting of Ballard Rural Telephone Cooperative Corporation,
Inc.; Brandenburg Telephone Company; Coalficlds Telephone Company; Duo County Telephone Cooperative
Corporation, Inc.; Foothills Rural Telephone Cooperative Corporation, Inc.; Highland Telephone Cooperative,
Inc.; Logan Telephone Cooperative, Inc., Mountain Rural Telephone Cooperative Corporation, Inc.;
North Central Cooperative Corporation; Peoples Rural Telephone Cooperative Corporation, Inc.; South Central
Rural Telephone Cooperative Corporation, Inc.; Thacker-Grigsby Telephone Company, Incorporated and
West Kentucky Rural Telephone Cooperative Corporation, Inc.

[nformation Requests filed with Nextel Pariners and the Commission on August 29, 2003, by the Independent
Group.



The purpose of this proceeding is to evaluate whether Nextel Partners should be
designated as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") in certain service areas in
Kentucky. As such, the Commission must determine whether Nextel Partners has demonstrated
that its service capabilities, operations, and service quality are consistent with the requirements
and expectations for ETCs and the public interest. This proceeding will also examine the public
interest and policy implications related to designation of ETCs in rural telephone company
service areas.

The original filings and Nextel Partners' 09/16/03 Response leave critical questions
unanswered. For example, some wireless carriers concentrate the availability of their service
signal along high-use highways. Accordingly, these wireless carriers cannot rationally contend
that they currently provide service to an entire service area. Nextel Partners submissions in this
proceeding, to date, do not provide any basis to determine the specific geographic scope of its
signal availability. The generalized responses are based on a non-representative assumption of
3-watt mobile customer units; its drawings do not provide sufficient geographic detail or
resolution to determine its service capabilities across the relevant service areas, and Nextel
Partners has not provided any other factual evidence with respect to this critical question. Most
notably, an indication of existing cell sites (which Nextel Partners has not provided) would be an
indicator that would allow the Commission, the public, and interested parties to ascertain the
particular characteristics of its existing service.

Moreover, to the extent that existing cell sites demonstrates that coverage is concentrated
in only high-use areas, it would be necessary for Nextel Pariners to provide specifics regarding
the manner and process by which it would extend service to the entire service area to support its

claim that it can provide service to the entire service area. Such demonstration would involve



analysis of additional cell sites that would be needed, the investment that would have to be made
to extend service with additional cell sites, the investment schedule to accomplish this goal, and
the feasibility of completing such service extension so as to reasonably assure the public that
service would be available throughout the entire service area. Nextel Partners has not addressed
these questions or provided evidence to support any conclusions.

In addition to the example set forth above, the Independent Telephone Group set forth a
non-exhaustive list of issues which would require rigorous review of facts and policy in the
context of ETC designation. The record in this proceeding has not changed significantly so as to
alter the position of the Independent Telephone Group with respect to review of these issues.

The Independent Telephone Group has filed a Motion to Compel asking the Commission
to require that the most relevant information that is critical to the examination in this proceeding
will be made available by Nextel Partners. At such time as the status of the pending information
requests has been resolved, and Nextel Partners has provided the necessary substantive
responses, a second round of requests may arise to explore the issues set forth above. At a
sufficient time after these issues are resotved and the parties have had an opportunity to review
the available responses and potential follow-up responses, the Commission should set a date by
which interested parties should be allowed to request a hearing.

WHEREFORE, Logan Telephone Cooperative, Inc., et al., pray that this be accepted as
their Supplemental Comments, that the Commission’s Procedural Order dated August 13, 2003,
be amended to require the applicant to respond to the Motion to Compel filed September 24,
2003; that thereafter an opportunity be extended to submit additional information requests,

subsequent comments and requests for a hearing.
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This is to certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing pleading has been served by

mailing same, postage prepaid, on this 26" day of September, 2003, to the following:

David A. Pike, Esq.

Timothy R. Pickrel, Esq.

Stephen C. Lentz, Esq.

F. Keith Brown, Esq.

Pike Legal Group, PLI.C

1578 Highway 44 East, Suite 6

P. O. Box 369

Shepherdsville, Kentucky 40265-0369

Philip R. Schenkenberg (#MN260551)
Briggs and Morgan, P.A.

W2200 First National Bank Bldg.

332 Minnesota Street

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101

Ronald J. Jarvis, Esq.
Albert J. Catalane, Esq.
Catalano & Plache, PLLC
3221 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20007

Elizabeth Schofield Brown, Esq.
Nextel Partners, Inc.

13405 Eastpoint Centre Drive, Ste. 100
Anchorage, Kentucky 40223

Donald J. Manning, Esq.

Vice President & General Counsel
NPCR, Inc.

d/b/a Nextel Partners

4500 Carillon Point

Kirkland, Washington 98033

W. Allen Gillum

Mountain Rural Telephone Coop. Corp.
d/b/a Mountain Telephone Long Distance

405 Main Street
P. 0. Box 399
West Liberty, Kentucky 41472-0399

James Dean Liebman, Esq.
403 West Main Street

P.0O. Box 478

Frankfort, Kentucky 40602

Jeff Handley
Manager-External Affairs
Lewisport Telephone Company, Inc.

c/o TDS-Telecom Southeast Division

9737 Cogdill Road, Suite 230
Knoxville, Tennessee 37932-3374



Ms. Joan A. Coleman Stephen R. Byars

Vice President/Regulatory/External Director, Regulatory & Governmental
BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. ALLTEL Kentucky, Inc.

601 West Chestnut Street, Room 410 P.O. Box 1650

Louisville, Kentucky 40203 Lexington, Kentucky 40588-1650
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